
  
                                                                TOWN OF RANDOLPH 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
Tuesday, October 25, 2011 

4:00 p.m. 
 
BOS PRESENT: 
Edward F. Gorham, Chair 
Peter K. Hanley 
Robert Henderson, Jr. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Lynn R. Mealey, Town Clerk 
John Crocker, Randolph PublicWorks 
Jason Hudson, Resident of Lincoln Street 
George & Tina Carpentier, Lincoln Street 
Sharon & Gerard Gotreau, Lincoln Street 
Janet Sirois, Stevens Avenue 
 
Meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m.  
 
Ed Gorham started reading a letter from EC Barry & Sons regarding the plowing/sanding contract and the 
manner in which it was or is going to be performed.   
 
The Board decided to address Mr. Jason Hudson who was on the agenda. 
 
Mr. Hudson was on the agenda to address problems with drainage and soggy land on that street.  He has 
been complaining about this for a while and he stated that Mr. Crocker had told him that the funds would 
be available after the Town Meeting around the first of August to start to do some trenching and ditch 
work.  Mr. Carpentier tried to speak on the issue but was stifled by Peter Hanley.  Mr. Hudson stated that 
they were at the meeting in a collaborative effort to try to solve these problems and see what the Town 
could do.  Mr. Hudson and surrounding neighbors came with Mr. Hudson at the suggestion of Bob 
Henderson. 
 
Mr. Crocker indicated to Mr. Hudson that the fix would be a 12 inch trench between the two properties to 
help evacuate some of the water.  Mr. Hudson was not comfortable with this and felt that this would be a 
hazard.    Mr. Hudson feels that this is not a natural spring as Mr. Crocker had stated that it might be.  The 
water is odorous.  He stated that there was somewhat of a water problem since he moved there in 1996 but 
that the problem had gotten considerably worse and overwhelming in the last six months.  He cannot even 
mow his lawn.  He believes it is coming from the Belmont area.  He said the water smells like sewer water. 
 
There is a culvert at foot of Lincoln Street that cuts back across the street at an upward angle and it is a 
catch basin for the water.  The water is not moving.  He believes that something has to be done on Belmont 
to channel the water.  He has asked someone who is behind his property to shut off their sump pump which 
drains onto his property.   
 
Bob Henderson stated that he had spoken by telephone with the town attorney, John Larouche, and he told 
Bob to “get the work done”. 
 
John Crocker apologized to Mr. Hudson for anything that he  may have said that might have been 
misleading.  He stated the problems with the Town going onto private property to perform work.  Mr. 
Gorham said that if Bob Henderson had spoken with Attorney Larouche and he had said to proceed then we 
should proceed.  Bob Henderson said that Mr. Larouche had said that the problems on Belmont should be 
investigated and solved if at all possible. 
 
Mr. Hudson asked that someone with some expertise look at the problem and see if there is anything that 
the Town should be doing.  He believes that the entire street should be redesigned with respect to the 
drainage plan.  The culvert at the end of the street is higher than Mr. Hudson’s property. 
 



The Code Enforcement Officer was called in for his opinion.  There are two properties that have ditches 
that run perpendicular to Lincoln Street and come across private property. He also stated that the unusual 
amount of rain that we had received lately added to the problem but that was not in his area of expertise.  
He described that these ditches run perpendicular as opposed to being parallel to the street.  Mr. Hudson 
stated that these were “ditches” that were created by him walking the line. 
 
There is a general consensus that there are natural springs and a bigger than normal rainfall may have 
added to the problem. 
 
Ed asked how many feet of ditching was being considered.  Mr. Hudson said that he believed that creating 
an egress ditch that may be more than 200 feet would be what is needed. 
 
Mr. Gotreau asked to speak and Mr. Hudson asked if they could jump ahead to the public comment section 
of the meeting.  Mr. Hanley stated again that the Board would vote at the end of the meeting to allow the 
public comment. 
 
Bob Henderson asked when the work could begin and John Crocker asked where the money would come 
from as there had been a few emergency situations and according to what the solutions were going to be, 
there may not be enough funds to cover a big project.  
 
Ed Gorham made a motion to open the discussion to the public.  Peter Hanley seconded the motion.  
VOTE – UNANIMOUS. 
 
Many comments were received on possible solutions to this issue.  It was the general consensus that there 
are definite problems and they should be investigated.  Some felt that the water was coming from Belmont 
Street and may be due to some sump pumps.  Also discussed was some clear cutting that may have been 
done up above Belmont.  Some of these trees that were taken down may have served to impede the water 
flow in the past. 
 
All the residents that were present left the meeting at 5:00  
 
Bob said that this all started when Tina Carpentier sent a letter to the Town complaining about the 
problems with the water flow. 
 
The Town Clerk asked the Board to make a motion as to the scope of work so that it would be clear in the 
minutes. 
 
John Crocker asked that there be a policy in the future that any resident who has a public works issue, 
speak to the Board directly at a meeting and not with John after the initial report of the problem. 
 
Bob stated that he spoke with Attorney Larouche and he told Bob that the easement was fine and that the 
Town should get the work done.  Bob said that he would call Mr. Larouche and have him put this in writing 
saying that the work should be done so that it will be on record. 
 
Bob Henderson made a motion for Public Works to get the ditching from the culvert to the top of where the 
Town left off.  Ed Gorham seconded the motion.  VOTE – UNANIMOUS.  This should be started and 
done by next week. 
 
Bob also stated that the Attorney had mentioned a form that must be signed by Mr. Hudson stating that 
once the work is done he is liable to keep the ditching open to the road. 
 
John Crocker stated that he still believes that the weather and rainfall has created 90% of the problems. 
 
Ed asked to get back to the letter from Sonny Barry stating that he will doing the plowing and sanding in 
the way it has always been done but he will double the amount of salt in order to use less sand.  He feels 
that he cannot set up a salt shed.  He cannot operate exactly the same way as the DOT and feels that 
proceeding the way he has in the past would be the best for the Town. 
 



Mr. Barry asked for a response from the Town.  Bob Henderson asked if Mr. Barry was going to go by the 
“prioritized” roads that John and Bob crafted. 
 
John stated that he had never received any complaints on how Mr. Barry takes care of the roads in the 
winter.  There was discussion about how the sanding of the roads in the winter leads to excess sand ending 
up in the ditches. 
 
The Town Clerk presented the Board with the Municipal Valuation Return.  The Board must sign and it 
will be returned to the Maine Revenue Services.  The Board signed the return. 
 
Ed Gorham made a motion to accept the minutes of the October 11, 2011 meeting.  Peter Hanley seconded 
the motion.  VOTE – UNANIMOUS. 
 
Next meeting is Thursday, November 10, 2011 @ 4:00 p.m.  This meeting is on Thursday due to the fact 
that Tuesday is election. 
 
Peter Hanley made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Bob Henderson seconded the motion.  VOTE – 
UNANIMOUS. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Lynn R. Mealey, Town Clerk 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Edward F. Gorham, Chair

