
 

                                                         TOWN OF RANDOLPH 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

January 6, 2015 

 5:00 P.M. 

 
BOS PRESENT: 

Mark E. Roberts  

Robert Henderson, Jr. 

Aaron W. Cosand 

             

OTHERS PRESENT: 

 

Glendon “Sonny” James 

Lynn R. Mealey, Town Clerk 

Art Forand, Public Works 

John Larouche, Town Attorney 

Greg Lumbert, Police Chief 
 

 

Meeting was called to order at 5:00  P.M.  Mark asked Greg if he had the information to do a 

background check on the person who may be hired to be our Animal Control Officer.  Greg stated 

that he had gotten a few complaints. 

 

Aaron Cosand made a motion to accept the minutes of the December 30, 2014 meeting.  Bob 

Henderson seconded the motion.  VOTE – UNANIMOUS. 

   

The Board signed Accounts Payable and Payroll warrants. 

 

Bob Henderson made a motion to appoint Raeleen M. York as Registrar of Voters for the 

Town of Randolph for a two year term.  Aaron Cosand seconded the motion.  VOTE – 

UNANIMOUS.  This is a requirement of the State of Maine. 

 

Bill from Fowler Roofing was discussed.  They will be receiving one-half of the payment and the 

balance when the roof and grounds can be sufficiently inspected.  Art mentioned that at the back 

door, they put snow bars that are too short and may need to be increased.  Gutter replacement was 

discussed.  Art said that the standard gutters would not work after a metal roof is installed.  Mark 

will talk to Fowler again. 

 

Sonny James told the Board that he had been in contact with Stevens Pumps about the repairs and 

was told that the parts are still not in and when they come in, they will get in touch and schedule 

the repairs.  Ted Berry Company was supposed to clean the pump station today but had to 

postpone because of the extreme cold.  He did ask them to completely itemize any bills that they 

send in the future.  Sonny said they will probably not come to do that until next week because of 

the extended cold weather forecast. 

 

He went to the Stations on the Barber Road to take readings of the pumps.  Art took them last 

time and then Sonny took them today.  These readings are for hours of operation of each pump.   

 

STATION #3 – which is the holding tank Pump #1 ran 52 hours and Pump #2 ran 13 hours. 

STATION #2 -  Pump #1 ran 1.6 hours and Pump #2 ran 13.4 hours. 

 

Readings were:  Station #3, Pump #1-1058.2, Pump #2-3007.7 



                           Station #2, Pump #1-875.5, Pump #2-452.2 

 

Sonny also took pictures of the meters that he read.  These readings covered 37 days.  Sonny 

stated that this was a big discrepancy in readings and hours running.  This needs to be 

investigated and Sonny believes that it may be a problem with the meters themselves.  Or it could 

be a “float” sticking.  Sonny will talk to Stevens Pump and have them check to see what is 

causing the discrepancy. 

 

Next on the agenda was Town Attorney John Larouche.  He was at the meeting with some 

proposed changes to the town’s sewer ordinance that have been brought up and discussed by the 

Board. 

 

The first proposed change is associated with the opening of State of Maine public ways to repair 

privately-owned building sewer from the point of connection of such a Building Sewer to the 

public sewer to a point which is two (2) feet within the boundary of the private property 

connected to such building sewer.  This would make the Town responsible for all costs associated 

with the road opening.  After much discussion and advice from Attorney Larouche it was felt that 

this change should not be made as it puts too much cost onto the Town in these few cases.  For 

homes that have easements and deeds, the Town already picks up these costs.  We did the 

easements and deeds because we were taking federal money and it was a requirement. 

 

Mark asked John what other cities do, such as Augusta.  He will check with them to see.  Sonny 

said that all house lots going out Windsor Street have a stub that would allow connection into the 

sewer system.  He also said that the old ordinance required people to hook in if they were within 

100 feet to the line and now it has been changed to 600 feet.  Art stated that the sewer blockage 

on Maple Street cost the town $2,000.  There was also discussion as to whether or not chimneys 

were going to be mandated.  Aaron stated that they were thinking about mandating it for new 

construction or new hook-ups only.  Maybe it will be required in repairs.  Backflow devices are 

positive and negative  

 

The second proposed change deals with requiring homeowners to install external access 

plumbing connections to the building sewer outside of the building wall of the building connected 

to the Building Sewer (a so-called “chimney”) at Town Expense. 

 

John will take back the ordinance, the proposed changes and all suggestions and come up with 

new language for the ordinance which he will bring back to the Board at some point.  He will 

check to make sure that there is a clause stating that if it is the fault of the homeowner putting 

things down the sewer that cause the clog or back up the homeowner will be responsible.  John 

mentioned having something to give to people explaining the use of backflow devices. 

 

Aaron Cosand made a motion to keep the owner responsible to keep the language the same as the 

owner is responsible from all the way into the sewer main.  Bob Henderson seconded the motion.  

VOTE – UNANIMOUS. 

 

Mark asked John about using money for the new fire station.  He will look into this for the Board.  

He is pretty sure that Augusta could not pay for the entire station with TIF funds.  It will take 

research to see exactly what the TIF funds can be used for.  He said that the Town may be able to 

get a grant for building the fire station and he would suggest getting a Maine Bond Bank loan to 

go along with it.  John left the meeting at 6:15 p.m. 

 

Greg was on the agenda but said that his issue was already discussed.  He had problems with the 

metal roof at the back door.  Snow bars were not long enough and caused a big snow bank which 



was hard for him to shovel.  Art told Greg that he will snowblow that back door area when he 

does the other areas. 

 

Greg will get back to the Board with his results on the background check on the potential ACO. 

 

Mark showed the other Board members the report he received from Ellis regarding the amount of 

sand and salt used:  85 yards of sand (46 previously) and 14 tons of salt for 7 events. 

 

Art reported on a manhole at the foot of Kinderhook Street.  He met with Summit and Ted Berry.  

They are videoing through the PUC of all the places they have bored.  They popped the manhole 

and it is a “ticking time bomb”.  When Ted Berry comes to do the pump station, he will have 

them jet this.  There are solids rising to the top with water running underneath.  He also told the 

board that the back up on Maple Street cost the Town approximately $2,000.00  The manhole in 

the parking lot was fixed, ground down the basin and bought a frame and anchored it with cement 

and he thinks it should be fine until spring.  In two weeks there were plastic bags, rags and a t-

shirt in it.  He suggested an education process to inform people that these things plug the lines 

and if it is determined that they are responsible for a plug, they will be responsible for the costs 

associated with unplugging the sewer. 

 

Project on McKenna Drive is finished and bills are in. 

 

Art asked the Board their opinions on him purchasing a utility body for the town truck so that the 

tools could carried and easily reached.  It could be locked up when not in use.  Bob Henderson 

said that he believed that Art should get back the “job” trailer and make that the way he feels 

would be best.  It is not being used by the Fire Department.  Art said he told Ron he was taking 

that back.  Art feels that a utility body for the truck would be more mobile.  He is going to 

purchase some lights to use.  Art will look at the job trailer and see if he can make it fit his needs.  

 

Mark mentioned talking with someone who lives on McLaughlin Terrace at the very end of 

Belmont Avenue and a resident that lives on a corner and the way the snow is being plowed is 

causing issues for her.  They believe that there is room for Ellis to push this banking back further 

and Art will talk to Ellis about doing this. 

 

Art spoke to a couple of residents who were out doing snow removal on upper Central Street and 

on Closson and they both reported no issues or complaints with the snowplowing. 

 

Bob Henderson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Aaron seconded the motion.  VOTE – 

UNANIMOUS. 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:44 p.m.  Next meeting is Tuesday, January 13, 2015 @ 5:00 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Lynn R. Mealey, Town Clerk 


